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“Come on Boris” take up St Joseph’s invite to hear why they dropped 
solar energy plans 
 
Boris Johnson agreed to consider an invitation to visit to St Joseph’s College in Croydon 
after the Head, Sean Miller, announced it was no longer financially viable to go ahead with a 
planned large solar panel installation as a result of the Government’s intention to cut solar 
Feed in Tariff by upto 87 per cent (1). This took place at Mayor’s Question Time on 
Wednesday 16th September when the Mayor, responding to Jenny Jones’ question, stated 
his concerns about the proposals and ordered his officers to assess the implications on solar 
panel deployment and on solar jobs (2).   
 
Earlier in the summer, the Mayor confirmed his intention to make solar photovoltaics (PV) 
one of the priorities for London schools in the next phase of his public sector energy retrofit 
programme (3). Data showed only 1 of Croydon’s 146 schools had fitted solar panels and a 
typical school is potentially missing out on £3.5k of revenue under current solar tariff rates 
(4). 
 
Jenny Jones AM said: 
 
“The Mayor made a commitment to make solar on schools a priority. However, if a college 
such as St Joseph’s which is really keen on generating their own electricity from solar has 
been forced to abandon their plans, other schools will follow suit.” 
 
“If the Mayor is genuinely concerned about these subsidy cuts, it would be extremely useful 
for him to meet with the Head of St Joseph’s to hear about the problem first-hand. He could 
then convey the reality of the implications to the Government” 
 
Editors Notes 
 
(1) Sean Miller, Headteacher St Joseph’s College wrote a letter of invitation to Boris 
Johnson and Jenny Jones AM on 16th September 2015. He wrote: 
 
‘The College are very keen to install more panels [solar] on the rest of our usable roof 
space. Plans are in their final stages of development with start-up funding already agreed 
with the government body. This has now been abandoned, as the Feed in Tariff has been 
removed, it will now not be financially viable. This has caused great disappointment to the 
College community.’  
 
(2) Jenny’s priority question to Boris Johnson: The Government is proposing to severely cut 
the Feed in Tariff (FIT). Are you looking at the potentially very damaging implications on 
solar deployment in London?’ 



 
Link to youtube to see Mayor’s response: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MKSUhau62D4 
 
(3) Jenny’s written question to the Mayor: 
Solar PV delivery - any new resources 
Question No: 2015/1548 
Question from Jenny Jones AM: 
With reference to your letter to me regarding my proposal to set up a Solar PV Delivery 
Unit (dated 25 March 2015) you stated that you 'consider RE:NEW and RE:FIT adequate 
GLA delivery mechanisms for Solar PV at this present time'.  Have you allocated any new 
dedicated staff resources or funding within these programmes in 2015/16 to deliver solar 
PV? 
Written response from Boris Johnson 
Both RE:FIT and RE:NEW already have dedicated delivery units that support installation 
of a range of energy measures, including solar PV. The RE:NEW Support Team, launched 
last summer, contains a resource dedicated to solar and the new RE:NEW framework of 
suppliers to be launched later this year will have a specific solar contract. Funding for a new 
phase of RE:FIT is earmarked in my 2015/16 budget. One of the priorities of this new 
phase will be to support public sector organisations, including schools, to install solar PV. 
 
(4)  In June 2015, Jenny Jones published a London borough breakdown table showing that 
only one in fifteen London schools was benefitting from solar PV and the rest were missing 
out on the potential income of £3,400 per year from generating their own electricity and 
the education benefits from pupils experiencing a working example of a renewable 
technology https://www.london.gov.uk/mayor-assembly/london-
assembly/2015/06/news-from-jenny-jones-am-mayor-makes-solar-in-schools-a-new 
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