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“Government’s savage cuts to solar tariffs are a betrayal of 
Paris Climate agreement” 

  
Today, the Department of Energy and Climate Change announced a 64 per cent cut to Feed 
in Tariff for domestic solar power, coming into force from 8th February 2015 (1).   
 
Green Party Member of the House of Lords and of the London Assembly, Baroness Jones of 
Moulsecoomb (Jenny Jones), has branded this as a “betrayal” of the Paris Climate Change 
agreement to keep global temperature rises below 1.5C at which the Prime Minister, David 
Cameron said  “Instead of making excuses tomorrow to our children and grandchildren, we 
should be taking action climate change today”(2) 
  
The Government expects that up to 18,700 solar jobs could be lost as a result of today’s 
changes to the Feed in Tariff (3) representing more than half of the 35,000 jobs (4) across 
the UK..   
  
The current solar FIT is funded from £9 surcharge on the average annual household duel 
fuel bill of £1,369 (6). Baroness Jones argues that this should rise to £13.35 in 2020 to 
enable an additional 1.35million homes to install solar, supplying 7 percent of our electricity 
demand, with the balance met from either general taxation or an additional £4.35 charge on 
household bills.(7)   
  
She said: 
  
“The Government’s savage cuts to solar tariffs are a betrayal of the Paris Climate Change 
agreement. They are directly responsible for every job and business that goes under, which 
in London could mean the loss of 1,500 solar jobs in mostly small businesses” 
  
“This decision is cynical and reckless and undermines our attempts here in London to 
secure the reductions in greenhouse gas emissions that are needed to prevent irreversible 
runaway climate change and the rapid switch that is needed to clean renewable such as 
solar, alongside wind and tidal” 
  
“Renewables are the casualty in the Government’s longstanding intention to clear a path for 
extortionately priced nuclear energy and fracked oil and gas that will just accelerate climate 
change” 
  
Editors Notes 

  
(1) http://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/dec/17/uk-solar-panel-subsidies-slashed-
paris-climate-change 
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(2) http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/dec/14/david-cameron-u-turn-
paris-climate-change-summit 
  
(3) http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-britain-solar-idUKKBN0U00OY20151217 
  
(4) http://www.solar-trade.org.uk/cut-to-solar-energy-feed-in-tariff-puts-up-to-27000-
jobs-at-risk-across-the-uk/ 
  
(5) Mayor’s letter to Minister of State for Energy responding to FIT consultation, dated 22 
October 2015.  
  
(6) https://www.gov.uk/guidance/policy-impacts-on-prices-and-bills 
  
(7) STA solar independence plan – 25 GW Higher Ambition Scenario in 2020 
http://www.solar-trade.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/STA-Solar-Independence-
Plan-v8-EMBARGOED-0001-08062015.pdf.  Currently there are 750,000 homes in UK 
with solar panels. The additional 1.35million homes figure is based on the higher ambition 
scenario with current installs deducted.  
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